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LAKE  FAVORS  PEACEFUL  RELAXATION  AND  GOOD  FISHING 


RED  HILLS  STATE  PARK,  located  in  Lawrence 
County  between  Olney  and  Lawrenceville  on  U.  S. 
route  50,  consists  of  948  acres  of  high  wooded 
land  with  excellently  marked  camping  sites,  large 
picnic  areas  with  picnic  tables  and  camp  stoves 
and  a  40  acre  lake  with  two  and  one-half  miles  of 
shoreline.  The  lake,  stocked  with  largemouth 
bass,  channel  catfish,  redear  sunfish,  bluegill 
and  bullheads,  provides  excellent  fishing.  Bank 
fishing  is  very  popular. 

There  are  boat  docks  where  rental  boats  may 
be  obtained  for  a  nominal  fee  and  docking  space 
for  privately  owned  boats.  No  motors  are  per¬ 
mitted.  A  boat  ramp  near  the  docks  provides 
launching  facilities.  An  air-conditioned  restau¬ 
rant  serving  a  smorgasbord  and  an  ala  carte 
menu  is  open  the  year  round  for  the  convenience 
of  the  park  visitor.  A  2400  foot  grass  landing 
strip  provides  landing  facilities  for  small  aircraft. 

U.  S.  50  divides  the  park  into  two  sections 
with  camping  being  permitted  in  the  south  section 
only. 


RED  HILL 

The  area’s  name  comes  from  the  peak  known 
as  Red  Hill  which  is  the  highest  point  between 
Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis  south  of  Springfield. 
This  peak  is  topped  with  a  tower  and  cross  which 
is  used  annually  as  a  place  for  Easter  sunrise 
services. 


:rial  view  shows  air  strip  and  part  of  lake,  roads,  and  restaurant 


The  huge  cross  can  be  seen  for  many  miles 
as  its  electric  lights  rotate.  Worship  services  by 
all  denominations  are  held  each  Sunday  evening 
during  June,  July,  August  and  September. 

The  wooded  hills,  deep  ravines,  interesting 
meadows  and  year-round  springs  have  a  good 
representation  of  the  plant  life  of  such  a  section. 
Among  the  more  common  trees  are  the  hickories, 
oaks,  sycamores,  maples,  gums,  poplars,  butter¬ 
nut,  river  birch,  persimmon,  crab  and  other  wild 
apples.  Both  the  nature  lover  and  the  serious 
out-of-doors  student  find  here  much  of  interest. 

Through  the  combined  efforts  of  the  United 
States  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Conservation’s  Division  of  Fisheries  and 
Division  of  Parks  and  Memorials  the  area  has 
been  developed  into  a  delightful  recreational  spot. 


FEDERAL  FUNDS  HELP  BUILD  DAM 

A  dam  constructed  in  the  south  part  of  the 
park  in  1954  forms  a  lake  of  about  40  acres 
which  is  the  point  of  Muddy  Creek,  a  tributary 
of  the  Embarrass  River,  provides  the  lake  with 
water  from  a  drainage  area  of  618  acres.  Ap¬ 
proximately  $70,000  of  the  cost  of  the  lake  came 
from  Federal  funds  through  the  Dingle-Johnson 
Act.  This  is  the  first  such  lake  in  the  state  to  be 
largely  built  from  funds  obtained  from  the  Federal 
excise  tax  on  fishing  equipment. 

Fishermen  greatly  appreciate  the  ease  of 
access  to  the  lake  made  possible  by  a  two  and 
one-half  mile  bituminous  surface  road  encircling 
it  and  touching  at  a  number  of  main  points. 

One  point  of  one-quarter  acre,  Southern 
Memorial  Point,  is  leased  to  local  veteran  groups 
to  honor  ex-service  men  of  all  wars  and  provide 
a  place  for  veteran  gatherings. 


IS  IMPORTANT  HISTORIC  CROSSROAD 

The  park  is  an  important  historical  cross¬ 
road.  Here  is  the  westernmost  edge  of  the  first 
land  in  Illinois  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  United 
States  government.  This  border  line  runs 
through  the  park  from  southwest  to  northeast 
and  was  set  by  a  treaty  made  in  1795  at  Green¬ 
ville,  Ohio  by  General  Anthony  Wayne  with  the 


Indians  whereby  they  relinquished  all  claims  to 
the  land  northwest  of  the  Ohio  River  and  east  of 
a  certain  specified  line. 

The  area  given  up  by  the  Indians  was  called 
the  Vincennes  Tract  and  the  western  boundary 
seen  running  through  the  park  is  unmistakably 
marked  by  decided  jogs  and  definitely  corre¬ 
sponds  to  the  original  survey  line.  Despite  the 
treaty,  a  few  roving  bands  of  Winnebago,  Miami, 
Pottawatomi  and  Shawnee  Indians  remained  in 
this  territority  until  1818. 

PRINCIPAL  ROUTE  WEST 

Intersecting  the  boundary  was  the  Cahokia 
Trace  which  runs  east  and  west  to  the  north  of 
new  U.  S.  50  and  is  visible  from  the  east  entrance 
of  the  park.  Commonly  known  as  the  “Trace 
Road,"  it  connected  Vincennes  and  St.  Louis. 
This  was  for  years  the  principal  route  to  the  west 
and  by  1825  hundreds  of  teams  daily  were 
going  over  it. 


LOOKING  WEST  FROM  ENTRANCES  WHERE  U.  S.  50 
BISECTS  RED  HILLS  PARK 


DRESSED  DEER  SOLD  FOR  25  CENTS 

In  addition  to  the  immigrants  there  was  a 
large  traffic  in  corn  and  hogs.  Wagon  loads  of 
venison  were  sent  to  Vincennes  and  St.  Louis  and 
disposed  of  at  25  cents  per  animal.  Deer  skins, 
well  cured,  brought  the  same  price.  Hogs  at 
that  time  were  fattened  on  mast  which  consisted 
of  nuts  and  acorns  for  which  they  foraged  in 
the  plentiful  timber. 

DEVELOPING  PARK  FACILITIES 

For  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the  public 
there  are  gravel  roads,  parking,  playground  and 
picnic  areas  in  the  north  section  of  the  park. 
This  section  also  has  a  large  shelter  and  a  small 
water  system.  Toilets  are  available  in  both  the 
north  and  south  sections.  Development  plans 
call  for  a  larger  water  system  and  improved 
toilet  facilities. 


YOUTH  TRIES  FOR  GOOD  CATCH  AT  EVENTIDE 
LAKESIDE  RESTAURANT  AND  BOAT  HOUSE  ARE  CONVENIENT 
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For  further  information  concerning  Illinois 
State  Parks  and  Memorials  write  to  the  DIVISION 
OF  PARKS  AND  MEMORIALS,  100  State  Office 
Building,  Springfield  62706. 

Our  numerous  State  Parks  and  Memorials 
are  of  easy  access  from  every  part  of  the  state. 
Lodges,  cabins,  and  dining  rooms  are  important 
features  of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere 
Marquette,  White  Pines  Forest,  and  Giant  City 
State  Parks.  Reservations  for  lodging  should  be 
made  with  lodge  managers. 

All  State  Parks  are  open  the  year  round, 
except  when  weather  condition  necessitates  the 
closing  of  park  roads  during  the  freezing  and 
thawing  periods.  Then  access  to  park  facilities  is 
by  foot  traffic  only.  All  State  Memorials  open  the 
year  round  except  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and 
New  Years. 
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